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Clinton County Ohio 

-Population 42,040 

-Population of Wilmington Ohio 12,520 
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} Is there a way that I can send a simple map to 
someone that requires no trainingé 

}Will spawn no endless list of questions and 
commentsé 

}Does not require an internet connection to view?  

}Will work with an iPhone, iPad, Netbooks, 
Notebooksé 

}Does not require me to purchase anything moreé 
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There is a solution that we have had some success with 

here in Clinton County, and that is exporting maps out into a 

Geo-Enabled PDF file.It is possible to add map features 

such as way points on top of PDF maps, using the ever-

popular iPhones and iPads.  

 

We have e-mailed them to users, made them available on 

web pages, handed them out on portable drives, in 

multipage book format and on single pages, and even 

included limited attributes. 
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Adobe Systems first introduced PDF, which stands for "portable document format," in 1993 to ease the sharing of documents between 

computers and across operating system platforms. The PDF format has been used for everything from computer hardware and software 

manuals to highly technical science and government documents. Today almost everyone has a version of Adobe Reader or other program 

on their computer that can read a PDF file. 

 

History 

As popular as PDF documents are today, they were slow to catch on. In the early versions of Adobe Acrobat, it was impossible to 

create hyperlinks within the files, and the file sizes were considered too large for downloads. It wasn't until Adobe System began 

distributing the free Adobe Reader did the format begin to have appeal outside of desktop publishing. 

Significance 

By the time the 5th version of Adobe Reader was released, it had become the standard for downloadable web documents and early 

ebooks. When Adobe gave free license to anyone who wanted to create PDF files within their own programs, the format was 

embraced by programmers and users alike. 

Types 

For years, a PDF file was a two-dimensional document. With the latest incarnations of the format, a file can include embedded 

three-dimensional images. PDF files can also be created that are password protected or have limited capabilities such as not being 

able to print. 

Features 

All PDF files are recognizable by their icon, which consists of red, stylized "A" on a white background, along with the words PDF and 

Adobe. It does not matter which program the file was created in; all PDF files have this identification. 

Size 

PDF files can range in size from just a few kilobytes to several megabytes. Depending on the download speed of the computer 

modem, this can take anywhere from a few seconds to hours to download an individual document. 

Considerations 

There are numerous free applications that allow computer users to create their own PDF documents from their own personal data. 

CutePDF is a freeware program that will convert any file to PDF. Many later versions of word processing programs include the 

option to print to a PDF file for sharing the document with others. 

Misconceptions 

PDF documents are not text documents at all; rather they are graphics files rendered from TrueType fonts. This explains why many 

programs that include the ability to create a PDF document have the option listed in the drop down box on the print file screen. 
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Does this mean that PDF Maps / PDF 

Files are dead, a thing of the past?  

In the real world people are constrained by a lot of things, 

including MONEY. 

Are PDF Files 

some hideous construction that is 

neither dead NOR alive 
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I am of the opinion that they are neither  

DEAD nor ALIVEé 

Meaning that they have been used for a long time, 

are being used, and will for any foreseeable future 

continue to be used. 

In essence itôs a static map. You can control the 

layers you want to see; there are ways to add 

things such as way points; but still it is a static 

map. 
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×  If its free for users of our data 

×  If the product is of good quality 

×  If product is easily portable 

×  If the product is easy to use 
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