New GIS maps to enhance 9-1-1 service

Mapping to give
responders niore

accurate locations
for 9-1-1 callers

By ROSE COOPER
IOpar EWTewE] Com
A mapping project currently
underwny im Clintom County
will gather information that will

make a significant impact on
service provided by ol public
safiety officials respoading o 9-
1-1 calls in the coanty by show-
ing the exnct kocation of the
caller.

Work began ioday on daia
gathering which will be used for
Clinton County’s GIs
| Geographic Information
Sysiem) Enhanced ©-1-1. The
information  will update the
county’s existing address dma-
base which will also enable dis-
paichers o accurately map

landline and wireless calls 1o 9-
1-1.

“We had o have n system in
place in owr dispaich that woald
be oble 1o find those people
which requires us o have a
mapping sysbem,” said Col.
Brizn Prickett, chief depaty at
the shedff s office. “Right now
we're working om a lempormry
mapping system that doesn’t
have as good a perceniage mis
of address werification as what
we'll have afier this project
tnkes place.”

Digital Dmia Technologies
Imc. (DO} of Columbus s
been hired to oollect informa-
tion as part of the shie’s
Location Bosed Hesponse
Sysiem (LERE). Workers will
be driving all public and privme
roadds in the county.

Jeff  Linkous Clinton
County engimecer, said Clinton
County has 1,100 miles of
roads,

Addresses throughout
Clinton County will be meeded
in the datn-gatherng process.

Climon County Shedff Ralph
D. Fizer I urges all residenits
and husinesses i malke san
nddresses are posied and wisi-
bl

“The other thing they will do
is g0 oul o every apariment
complex and trailer park com-
plex and plot those nambers so
when we get the call in here,
even on the land Ene 9-1-1
that's goimg io help us going
imo @ tadler park. We don't
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that advantage right mow™
Prickett said
“This will plot cell phones
withiin 50 feet of where the call is
jcoming  from,” sdded  Skeriff
e
Mumbers on apartments and
lot numbers in tmiler parks ane
o find at night Fier
tressed. “With this and if you
ve o lapiop in the cruiser, dis-
can send it o the moad offi-
rand the map is actaally them
shows the building and
erything which mokes owr
sponse sp moch  quicker.
Agnin, you're mot searching up
dovamn the rad for the right

The state’s LERS initintive.

Progmm (OGRIF) was designed
improwe the sake’s overnll

Company protoool entails the
llection of additional informa-
jom that cam impact emergency

wvehick muting, including ome-
way restrictions, traffic comtrol
devices, mailroad  crossings,
spood limits, school zomes and
bridpe and calvert locations.

Other information collecied
includes sireet and road center-
lines, alley inlersections, moad
signs, boundary points, fire
bydrants, landmarks, mileposts,
overpasses, undorpasses, mood
cenierlines, stop signs, tam-
arounds ond yield signs.

“We'll send out tan-person

teamis im highly equipped vans o
drive every mad and field-verify

every  mddress  in Clinion
County,” said [T project
coordinator Tony Codlurn, “Then
we'll process that datn in o way
that's noccessible io all kevels of
govermment, which will hovwe o
significant impact on the quality
of dain that public safety officials
reby om o respond o 9-1-1 calls.™

Collura saéd field verification,
being there and seeing it firsi-
tandl, is the only way the compa-
my “cam sccummicly capture the
data that the counties will ult-
malely use o save lives”

Fizer said no Geneml Fand
moeey from the county is being
wsed for the work. The project is
primarily funded by two granis
ohinined by te Clinlon County

Engineer's (ffice, including o
E16364 gramt  from  the
Covernor's Highravay Safety and
a R750 from the County
Engineer’s Association of Chio.
Climton County ‘Commissioners
also meceived a 550,277 gant
from  the Ohio Geographic
Reference Information Program.
“The balance of the project will
be paid for out of the wircless 9-
1-1 fee that is accessed 1o every
home that is billsd in Chnion
County.,” Prickett said. “Previows
o Dec. 31, 2008, there was o 32
oents surcharge per wineless
phone. As of Jan. 1. the Chio leg-
islature backed that off o 25
cents per lime billed in CEnion
County.” he said.

Shenff Fizer said the money
callected for wirchess coll phores
can only be wsed forithe wineless
G-1-1 amd the CADD jcomputer
mided dispatch) system, which
imchudes the mapping.

“They are using a bt of our
GIS data that we've already
estnblished and also with the
nerials that the GIS has devel-
oped and all the base datn. This
will work  hand-in-hand”

“They don’t have o skart
from  scraich”  Fizer  said
“because they alrendy have o

Coniributed arl

Vane used for the mappi
ety S

good dats base. This will just
enhance it and make # mone
detniled ™

Prickett pointed owt that
Clinton County does mot have
the manpower o field-verify
every address.

Establishing this LBES datx
provides for more detailed local
map dam that can ofientimes
introduce  ndditional roadway
safety funding opportunities.

The company projects an
implemeniation date within G0
dmys.

Anyore who has questions
should contact the Clinton
County Sherff's Office at 382-
161]. License numbers of all
vehicles used for the project ane
available ot the sherff's office.



